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the world, seeing in it only his Beloved. Now <( love
leads to a continuous and deep longing for God and
unquenchable thirst" (S. 376), which seeks Himself
alone and none of His gifts. As God Himself seeks
such a longing soul they soon meet. Love flies to Him
as a moth to the flame; how often has she vainly
projected her own inner ideal on one object after another
until at last she has turned to Love itself ; now she has
found Him in everything and returns to help the world
through her love for Him.

No longer does she exist apart, she has given herself
all to Him. In this is perfect surrender, (apratikulya),
for she knows nothing can ever be against Him in His
universe, or against His true lover. Death loses all its
terrors and the body is but lightly held. She asks
herself : " Among so many of His bodies, this is but
one ; of what concern is it to me ? " The total surrender
and offering of herself at His feet breaks every bondage
of the heart and opens it to all the highest wisdom
also.

' In this stage the soul finds every devotional practice
easy and spontaneous ; no longer can she wilfully violate
the Lord's commands by sin, yet she no longer waits to
ask what the scriptures have prescribed. Though gross
sins are now impossible for her, slight transgressions
still take place; but they are swallowed up by her love
for God, which slowly evolves through the lower modes
to the highest, that of supersensual conjugal love
(madhurya or kantd)s a selfless desire to please the
Lord alone. In this mode, the soul may even blend